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AGENDA:
(See attached Attachment A)

1. Call to Order: Carol Schweiger, Co-chair called the meeting to order. 

2. Introduction of new members, current members and friends:
Attendees introduced themselves and gave their affiliations.

3. Review of previous meeting minutes for 2004:

Minutes of the 2004 meeting were reviewed and approved
4. TRB Representative:

There was no TRB representative at the meeting
5. TCRP Research Problem Statements and Synthesis topics

This topic was tabled until the end of the meeting
6. Discussion of Federal Initiatives:

a. United We Ride Program.  This Program was briefly described.  The United We Ride initiative, introduced by FTA in 2003, includes five elements: (1) a Framework for Action self-assessment tool, (2) State Leadership Awards, (3) National Leadership Forum on Human Service Transportation Coordination, (4) state coordination grants, and (5) a technical assistance program known as “Help Along the Way.”  UWR workshops have now been held in all 10 FTA regions.  In these workshops, states work together to develop Action Plans for coordination.  Some of these workshops were held after the Presidential Executive Order for Human Service Transportation Coordination was issued.  The Executive Order is meant to enhance access to transportation to improve mobility, employment opportunities, and access to community services for persons who are transportation-disadvantaged.  Information on the United We Ride initiative may be found at www.unitedweride.gov. 
b. Mobility Services for All Americans.  This USDOT ITS initiative, one of nine new ITS initiatives, was also discussed.  The Mobility Services for All Americans initiative (http://www.its.dot.gov/msaa/index.htm) is building upon several past and current USDOT-led activities to increase mobility and accessibility for the transportation disadvantaged and the general public, and achieve more efficient use of federal transportation funding resources through technology integration and service coordination.  Currently, foundation research is being conducted as part of this initiative by SAIC, TranSystems and Westat.
c. Session 548 will provide information on both of these initiatives.  It will be held today from 3:45pm to 5:30pm in the Hilton hotel.
7. Participation in 2005 ITS World Congress to be held in San Francisco, CA Nov. 5-10, 2005

Carol Schweiger described the upcoming ITS World Congress to be held in San Francisco.  She has been working with the Congress planning committee to include sessions regarding accessibility and technology.  She urged meeting attendees to submit papers for this conference.  The call for papers is at http://www.itsworldcongress.org/submit_paper.php.  Draft papers are due on Feb. 1, 2005.  One session that has been proposed is entitled “Enhancing Mobility Through ITS for Public Transport: What is the Real Return on Investment?”
8. Report of the 2004 ITS World Congress held in October 2004, 2003 ITS America Annual Meeting held in May 2004, and 2004 National Rural ITS Conference held in August 2004

The 2004 ITS World Congress was held in Nagoya, Japan in October 2004.  There were a number of papers presented regarding accessibility and technology for people with disabilities.  These papers are listed in Attachment B.  During this conference, there was a typhoon, so one day of the conference was cancelled.  This is the first ITS World Congress that opened the exhibits to the public after the conference presentations were completed.  It was estimated that 5,000 citizens attended the Congress exhibits.  The exhibits included ITS for pedestrians in addition to technologies for persons with disabilities.
The 2004 National Rural ITS Conference was held in Duluth, Minnesota August 22-25, 2004.  See http://www.itsmn.org/ruralits2004/programdetail.html to view most of the presentations.  There were several presentations delivered regarding rural transit ITS.
9. 2006 Call for Papers and Session themes for TRB

One of the themes for next year should be ITS.  We put together a session for this year in an ad hoc way, but the 2006 Call for Papers should include a targeted call for ITS.  This fits with the theme for the 2006 TRB Annual Meeting.

10. Other subcommittee business

The ITS America 2005 Annual Meeting to be held in May in Phoenix is asking people interested in transit and paratransit to attend.  The primary issue about attending this conference is that the APTA Bus Operations Conference is being held a little over a week later.

The 10th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled People (TRANSED) was held in Hamamatsu, Japan, in May, 2004.  A few presentations related to technology can be found at http://ncat.oregonstate.edu/pubs/.  
Carol Schweiger reported on the TRB ITS Committee meeting that was held on Monday, Jan. 10, 2005.  While the majority of the subjects discussed in this committee are highway-related, she is now introducing more transit topics for discussion.  This Committee, along with the Paratransit Committee co-sponsored Session 548.  This Committee has a real interest in what we are doing in this subcommittee, and wants to maintain a close liaison with ABE60.
Carol Schweiger asked meeting attendees to share information about projects they are working on that involve accessible transportation and technology. The following projects were discussed:

· Anabela Simoes described the ASK-IT project.  ASK-IT stands for Ambient Intelligence System of Agents for Knowledge-based and Integrated Services for Mobility Impaired users.  The objective of the ASK-IT project is to develop technical aids, information means and a range of services for mobility handicapped persons (blind, visually impaired, physically impaired, ill people, analphabets etc.) and to implement these in 7 European cities. The technical aids, information and services shall be available and accessible out-doors and during travelling ("ambient intelligence") and by this improve the means and possibilities for mobility of the target groups.  This four-year project just started.
· There is a new Synthesis project that has just been published: Computer-Aided Scheduling and Dispatch in Demand-Responsive Transit Services - Synthesis #57, http://trb.org/publications/tcrp/tcrp_syn_57.pdf
· Bill Crandall reported that Smith-Kettlewell had been a part of the accessibility feature R&D and evaluation of the Translink fare system in the Bay Area. Translink is a smart card fare system currently being used on 5 major transportation agencies in the area.  He held this up as an example of how much solid information on best practices has been developed but not readily available or in a usable form. He used this as rationale for being a good Synthesis topic.

· Bill Crandall announced Smith-Kettlewell's participation in a collaboration with a consortium of Japanese electronics manufactures (Hitachi, NEC, Mitsubishi Precision, NTT DoCoMo, and Ikeno) under the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI).  The multi-technology wayfinding platform developed for blind people incorporates Global Positioning System (GPS), Talking Signs (Remote Infrared Audible Signage), RFID (radio frequency identification tags), compass and RF. The prototype is to be shown at Cal State Northridge.
· Bill mentioned another Talking Signs project: a "Hands-Free" receiver using infrared detector and earpiece 'clip-on' for glasses.
· Carol Schweiger mentioned the voice and Braille guidance system that provides Tri-Met (Portland, OR) riders who are blind or visually-impaired to find their way on the transit system.  Tri-Met is the first agency in the US to use this technology.  For more information, the announcement and further links can be found at http://www.trimet.org/news/nov16braillenote.htm.  This is a relatively inexpensive technology.
· Talking Signs® is in place at Union Station in Portland, OR.  There are 28 transmitters at locations including the luggage pickup, ticket counter, telephone, restrooms, etc. 

· Mike Hite reported on a demonstration of a smart card in Winchester, VA  - the Northern Shenandoah Valley Public Mobility Program Smart Card Identification and Electronic Payment Initiative.  Currently, the Program has deployed a networked computer aided dispatching system. The system provides the means for human service agencies to coordinate the transportation of their clients through ridesharing, as well as demand-responsive and flexibly-routed transit services, while maintaining control over their vehicles and within guidelines established for the clients they serve.  As deployment of the dispatching system moved forward, funding from FTA enhanced two areas of the system. The first was the development of the functional requirements and pilot deployment of automatic vehicle location (AVL) technology.  The second enhancement was the development and implementation of a 'bridge' for the billing and reimbursement of transportation services for Medicaid-eligible individuals. Through the technology deployed, human service agencies have the means to electronically validate, confirm and bill for Medicaid-eligible transportation services, which reduces the staff time necessary for these activities and reduces fraud and inaccurate billing.  Through funding provided by the I-95 Corridor Coalition, the Program has initiated the Smart card Identification and Electronic Payment System Initiative. This Initiative has developed the agency-based operational, functional and performance requirements for the application of smartcard technologies.  Mike mentioned that there is good support for this project from FTA, DHHS and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT).  The overall objective of the Mobility Program is to provide the framework for coordination while preserving the autonomy of individual agencies.  Mike also mentioned that he used the United We Ride Framework for Action to help develop these projects.
· Carol mentioned a paper on “Mobile Architectures and Prototypes to Assist Persons with Cognitive Disabilities using Public Transportation” (http://l3d.cs.colorado.edu/clever/assets/pdf/resna03.pdf).  
· Yehuda Gross, ITS Joint Program Office, mentioned a smart card that is being deployed as part of the Client Referral, Ridership, and Financial Tracking System (CRRAFT).  The CRRAFT system has already been deployed in New Mexico for 5310 and 5311 agencies in order to facilitate their billing and client tracking process (http://www.unm.edu/~atr/CRRAFT.html).  
· Jim Marston, University of California Santa Barbara is working on a personal guidance system which is described in http://www.geog.ucsb.edu/pgs/main.htm.  
Barbara Nelson from Transport Canada provided information about TRANSED 2007 to be held in Canada.

5. TCRP Research Problem Statements and Synthesis topics

Carol mentioned that we have not had much success with the problem statements that we have submitted to TCRP over the past several years.  There was a discussion of potentially submitting problem statements to Project Action or the IDEA Program.  Charlene Wilder, FTA, offered to write-up any ideas for problem statements.
There was a discussion about potential new problem statements to be submitted this year.  Full research topics must be submitted by June 15 and Synthesis topics by March 31.  These topics might also be submitted through Project Action.  Potential topics that were discussed included:
· Mobility Planning services, including information collection and dissemination (Rosemary Mathias, Carol and Charlene offered to work on this);

· Follow-on to the synthesis that was just completed on flexible transportation services (Dave Rishel volunteered for writing up this one);
· A comprehensive database for accessible transportation and tourism that provides one-stop shopping for a customer
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45am.
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ATTACHMENT B

LIST OF PAPERS FROM THE 2004 ITS WORLD CONGRESS

3-Dimensional Pedestrian Navigation System utilizing a BluetoothTM-enabled Mobile Phone and BluetoothTM Position Markers
Accessible Route and Area Information Support GIS for All Pedestrians Including the Elderly and the Disabled

A "Better Mobility Test" to Verify an Integrated Information Service System
A Cognitive-Map Generation System for Mobile Terminals using Simplification Method based on Road Modification
Demand Bus System Connected with Bus Information Provision

Developing Radio Information Beacons to Provide Information to Walkers

Development of "Otasu Keitai" Aiming at Human Communications for Elderly-People Help
Development of a Pedestrian Navigation System Working on the 2.4GHz Band

Development of ITS based Dial-A-Ride Bus Systems

Human Navigation System based on Landmarks Considering with Cognitive Map

Information Server Concept for Special User Groups

Linking Technology with Accessibility for Seniors and People with Disabilities

Navigation System on Mobility Support GIS using Landscape Video
Pedestrian Navigation System in Nagoya(Hoko-Navi Nagoya):Lessons Learned form ITS Experimental Implementation

Providing Knowledge-based and Integrated Services for Mobility Impaired Users: the ASK-IT Project

P-Tour: A Personal Navigation System for Tourism

Public Transport Real Time Information in Personal Navigation Systems for Special User Groups

Public Transport Real Time Information in Personal Navigation Systems for Special User Groups

Three-Dimension Simultaneous Localization and Mapping for Semi-Autonomous Scooter in Residential Area using Stereo Vision

Use of Pedestrian Information and Communication System (PICS) to Provide Support to Vulnerable People on Roads

Visible Light Communication System using LED-Type Traffic Signals for Advanced Pedestrian ITS

Carol Schweiger

2005

