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Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on January 14th 2008 were approved. 
Preparations for 12th Transed 2010 in Hong Kong

Mabel Chau of The Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation made a comprehensive PowerPoint presentation on the status of preparations for the 2010 Conference.

A copy is attached.

The Conference will be held on 2nd – 4th June 2010 at the Hong Kong Conference and Exhibition Centre.  Additionally there will be a programme of pre-conference workshops on June 1st; a Gala Dinner on June 4th; and a series of post-conference study tours and technical visits from June 5th.

Other key dates were:

· Call for Papers  

January 2009.

· Submission of abstracts 
1st June 2009.

· Notifications of acceptance 
31st August 2009.

· Call for Registration 

1st September 2009.

· Submission of full papers y 
31st December 2009
.

There was discussion on the timetable for assessing abstracts for acceptance, and therefore the number of reviews needed.  It was agreed that this was a matter for the Scientific Committee to keep under review.  It was also noted that the local (HK) members of the Scientific Committee all have very considerable experience of organising international conferences.   
Mabel highlighted three main issues of concern from the Scientific Committee:

1. How to get maximum numbers of people to attend the conference.

Suggestions made included;

· Professional accreditation for attendees towards recognised qualifications;
· Designated airline support for the conference, including use of AirMiles and loyalty programmes;
· Contacts with international institutes, e.g. Asian Institutes of Technology; bodies from Australia, New Zealand, Philippines, Japan and Pacific Rim generally.

· TRB electronic newsletters.

· TRB International Activities for Developing Countries committee 
2.  Identifying high-level and high-profile speakers for Plenary sessions.  Suggestions for speakers included :
· World Bank (Tom)

· Vice-President of Ecuador (Harry)

· Possible high level representative of new US administration (Michael Winter)
· UNESCAP (Kit)

· Asian Development Bank (John Schoon)

· Secretary-General of International Transport Forum (Ann)

· UITP

3. Dates of next meetings of Transed 2010.
· April 2009            International Steering Committee Meeting and 


Scientific Committee Meeting #2 by Skype 



Conference call. 


· August 2009.
Site Meeting of Committees in Hong Kong.

· September 2009.
Tele-conference of Committees.

· January 2010
TRB meeting, Washington DC.

· April 2010.

Tele-conference of Committees.

Update on options for hosting 13th Transed 2013

Christo Venter and Marianne Vanderschuren presented proposals on behalf of the South African Department of Transport, following up their letter of interest regarding hosting TRANSED on July 14-17, 2013, in Johannesburg.  The TRANSED conference would immediately follow the World Conference on Transportation Research scheduled for July 8-12, 2013, at the same conference facility.   
Christo noted that accessible rail and bus rapid transit lines will be in operation at that time.  Seed funding has been provided to prepare a formal proposal to host the TRANSED conference and the Department of Transport hopes to reach a decision on whether or not to move ahead with the proposal based on receipt of official ministerial approval by the end of March.  The draft proposal would then be developed in April and May for submission to us in June for review, with a final proposal submitted by September 2009.

Abha Negi, Director of Svayam in New Delhi, an NGO with major involvement in accessible transport in India, announced the status of her discussions with their Minister of Transport concerning possible hosting of TRANSED 2013.

The International Subcommittee was pleased to receive these significant expressions of interest in future TRANSEDs and would remain open to additional expressions of interest and hopefully firm proposals.  It was agreed that proposals would be needed by mid-year 2009 to circulate for review in order to reach a final decision on a host for TRANSED 2013 well before the Subcommittee’s January 2010 meeting.  This would facilitate a formal hand-over at TRANSED 2010.
Report on the work of Access Exchange International

Tom Rickert briefly summarized the work of Access Exchange 
International over the past year, mentioning a conference in Mexico 
City this past April, sponsored by Rehabilitation International, to 
promote the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and his work with the South African Department of 
Transport as part of their planning for accessible Bus Rapid Transit 
systems in major South African cities.  

Tom also invited those present to the upcoming Roundtable at APTA on accessible transportation in the developing world, co-sponsored by AEI and the International Centre for Accessible Transportation in Montreal.   His report was supplemented by handouts including AEI Newsletters published during the past year.

Transit Access Training Toolkit for Developing Regions

Tom also updated the meeting on focus groups held in November in Mexico City to provide guidance in the preparation of a Transit Access Training Toolkit under the auspices of the Disability and Development Team of the World Bank's Human Development Network.  Participants were urged to provide Tom with materials and contacts for a directory of training resources which he will include as part of the project.

Any Other Business

The meeting expressed its disappointment at the restricted time allotted for the meeting by the TRB organisers, especially since previous years had had separate sessions allocated for the International Sub-Committee, and the TRANSED status meeting.  

The over-crowding of the meeting room, with some 30 delegates present, was also commented on.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12.00
� This date is a post meeting change from the organisers
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