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1. Introduction. 

The sole business of the Meeting was to receive submissions from the two candidate cities: Berlin, Germany and New Delhi, India, to host the next TRANSED in 2013.

It was the first time in the life of the TRANSED series that there had been more than one bid.  Indeed, until shortly before the end of the year, there had been the prospect of four bids: sadly South Africa and Barcelona had had to withdraw because of difficulty with support and timescales respectively. This Sub-Committee therefore had the difficult task of choosing between the applicants. 

However, there was also an option proposed of accepting both bids, in a form and timetable to be discussed, after the respective presentations had been made.

The meeting agreed to hear the submissions on this basis.

2. Berlin Bid and Presentation
Manfred Renztsch, of IAS  (Institut für Arbeits und Sozialhygiene Stiftung) Berlin, made a comprehensive PowerPoint presentation of Berlin’s proposals for hosting TRANSED 2013. The main Theme was proposed as “Multimodal and Intermodal Integration for Seamless Travel”.  Berlin is considered by many disabled people to be Europe’s most accessible city.

The following key points were raised in discussion.

· It was noted that the submission and budgets assumed 600 full fee-paying delegates, which would be higher than any previous TRANSED had reached.  Manfred explained that he intended to hold a prior national congress in order to generate interest and attract additional delegates.  He expected that these would include more Eastern European delegates than for previous TRANSEDs.
He also noted that, in the event of a delegate shortfall, they would compensate by additional sponsorship and from support by the City of Berlin authorities.  It was noted that the organisers hoped to receive further funding support from both National Government and the local Lande.

· Further clarification was given on IAS, and its links with disability organisations.  Manfred provided details of their participation in EU projects on such topics as workplace design, on transport, and on older people.  In addition they have undertaken specific projects with DB (German state railway operator) and other State railways within Europe, and also collaborated with East European countries.  They are linked to other organisations on disabilities in Germany through their research work, and in particular with organisations of sensory impaired people, people of reduced stature and others.   Such groups will also be involved in TRANSED 2013.

3. New Delhi Bid and Presentation
 Abha Negi, Director of Svayam in New Delhi, made a comprehensive PowerPoint presentation of New Delhi’s proposals for hosting TRANSED 2013.


The main Theme was proposed as  “Seamless Access for All: Universal Design for Transport Systems and Infra Structure - a key element in the creation of liveable cities “ with a sub-title of “making Incredible India into Accessible India“ to echo the country’s tourism slogan.
The PowerPoint presentation is available http://www.trbaccessmobility.org/
The following key points were raised in discussion.

· It was proposed that, although 2 of the most recent TRANSEDs have been/are being held in Asia, we should not exclude India just because of this geographical fact.

· Clarification was sought regarding the activities of Svayam, and its experience in organising international events.  Details were provided of the 2009 Transport and Tourism conference, co-sponsored between Svayam and the Indian Ministry of Transport, as an example.  

· It was noted that budgets were based on attendance of 450 delegates.  This had been based on the experience of previous TRANSEDs.  In response to further questions, the meeting was assured that the organisation and facilities could cope with larger numbers if they materialised.  The plan allowed for 4 permanent core staff, supplemented by others for specific duties associated with the conference preparation.

4.  Discussion on options for hosting 13th Transed 
It was stressed that both presentations had been made on the basis of hosting TRANSED in 2013.  As stated at the outset of the meeting, there was, however, an option of accepting both submissions, with two TRANSEDs to be held in 2012 and 2014. This had been the subject of informal discussion ahead of the meeting between the sub-committee co-chairs and both candidates.

Both candidates confirmed that they were willing to move the proposed timeframe to accommodate the notion of two conferences. New Delhi would need to be held in 2012. Any delay beyond 2013 risked losing their all important political support because of forthcoming elections. Berlin was content to move back a year to 2014.

One of the key reasons for suggesting that both bids be accepted was recognition that those interested in Transed conferences come from a very wide spectrum of background and experience and include people from developing countries looking for basic low cost technology as well as those from developed countries interested in high tech sophisticated accessibility applications. In addition, many of the world’s largest transit systems are in developing countries and experience scaling up issues that need to be addressed in terms of accessibility, notably with the large Bus Rapid Transit systems now being planned in many regions.  It had always proved difficult to accommodate both successfully at Transed conferences. The very different nature of the two bid cities and the culture and infrastructure they represented provided a unique opportunity to focus on the different ends of the spectrum and to provide valuable material for all those interested in these topics.
The proposals were now on the table.  Those present were asked if anyone thought it was NOT a good idea to accept both bids on this basis. 

Some concerns were raised about the tightness of the timescale for New Delhi in 2012.  It was noted that the preparation timetable was normally some 28 months from initiation to holding the event.  The New Delhi proposal was now to hold TRANSED in September/October 2012.  This is just enough time if a prompt start is made.

Concerns were expressed about finding sufficient abstracts and papers for two separate TRANSEDs and about whether there would be sustainable numbers of delegates at both. 
Manfred Rentzsch anticipated many submissions from Eastern Europe countries, in addition to those countries which usually tend to support TRANSED. 

Abha Negi stated that the Indian conference would be designed to attract many submissions from both the Indian sub-continent and from the rest of Asia, as well as the developing world in general.  Many papers would be sought on considering problems and solutions relevant to such countries.
It was therefore likely that the two conferences would have different emphases, recognising the very different levels of accessibility already existing in the host cities and countries, and that very different papers would be sought.
Despite some general reservations being expressed about timetables and budgets there was strong majority support from members present for the proposal to hold two TRANSEDs on the two-year schedule.  

On a show of hands, the decisions were taken to :

· Appoint New Delhi as host of TRANSED 2012

· Appoint Berlin as host of TRANSED 2014

The Handover to New Delhi will take place at the conclusion of TRANSED 2010, to be held in Hong Kong from 2nd  to  4th June, 2010.

5. Any Other Business

There was no other business.

6. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3.15 p.m.
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