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MINUTES

ATTENDANCE:

Members

Carol Schweiger, Chair ABE60 (2), TranSystems, USA

Kate Hunter-Zaworski, Co-chair ABE60, Oregon State University, USA

Kit Mitchell, Co-chair ABE60, TRL (retired), UK


Rob Barnes, Ministry of Transportation, Ontario, Canada

Betsy Buxer, Easter Seals Arizona, USA

Bill Crandall, Smith-Kettlewell RERC, USA



Ling Suen, ICSA Inc., Canada

Friends

Ronald Boenua, Federal Transit Administration, USA

Dorothy Camer, CarFree Mobility





, USA
John Eberhard, FHWA (?), USA
John Fitzpatrick, TSS Wireless, USA

Uwe Rutenberg, ICAT, Canada

Keith Forstall, Trapeze Software, USA

Alan Scott, Boston College, USA
Anabela Simões, Technical University of Lisbon / FMH, Portugal


AGENDA:
(See Attachment C-1)

1. Call to Order, Carol Schweiger, Chair
Carol Schweiger, Chair called the meeting to order. 

2. Introduction of New Members, Current Members and Friends
Attendees introduced themselves and gave their affiliations.

3. Review of Previous Meeting Minutes for 2003
Minutes from the 2003 were distributed for review, and accepted.
4. TRB Representative- Claire Felbinger

Claire was not available for this meeting.  Carol Schweiger mentioned several TRB-related items that were announced in the ITS Committee meeting, including the dates for the 2006 TRB Annual Meeting (January 22-26, 2006).
4. 
a. 
b. 
5. TCRP Research Problem Statements and Synthesis Topics

c. Research Problem Statements were developed last year, but none of them were selected this year. There was a discussion about what to do about continually re-submitting the same Problem Statements.  It was decided that Problem Statements would be distributed to selected meeting members for review and to determine if any should be re-directed to other organizations, such FTA or the University Transportation Centers.  FTA has a new program that is focusing on the use of ITS technologies for elderly and disabled transportation.
i. TCRP Research Problem Statements are due on June 15, 2004, and TCRP Synthesis are due on March 31, 2004. The TCRP website is http://www.tcrponline.org/index.cgi.

ii. Several new topics were discussed, and will be further discussed during the Research Subcommittee meeting following this meeting.  These topics include evaluating ways to re-direct passengers to fixed-route service from paratransit service (note that TCRP conducted a study on this subject previously – it was TCRP Project B-1); a case study of using the Talking Signs system in East Lansing, MI (maybe a Synthesis topic?); and a Project to examine the effects of weather on the use of fixed route service or paratransit sevices by people with disabilities. 
iii. There was a discussion about creating enough laboratories to show the benefits of technologies utilized in accessible transportation systems.
iv. 
v. 
vi. There was a discussion about a potential 2005 mid-year meeting, with a theme of providing information on accessible services.
vii. There was a discussion about using new techniques to conduct meetings, such as webinars, so that not everyone would have to travel to the meeting site.
6. Coordination with Paratransit Committee (A1E10) to discuss technology interests

d. The Paratransit Committee has expressed an interest in technology issues.  Rather than establishing a new subcommittee, they would like to join forces with our Subcommittee.  Carol Schweiger will continue to discuss this with Rosemary Mathias, chair of the Paratransit Committee.  Potential topics of interest for this joint Subcommittee include paratransit software, modeling, scheduling and new technology.
a. 
7.
Continued discussion about accessibility of traveler information provided via wireless devices

This item was combined with item 8 below.
8. Report of the 2003 ITS World Congress held in November 2003, 2003 ITS America Annual Meeting held in May 2003, and 2003 Rural ITS Conference held in August 2003
There have been many papers on the subject of using mobile devices for traveler information, particularly prepared for and presented at the ITS World Congress held in November in Madrid, Spain.  Many of these papers were written by non-US authors.  Papers presented on this subject included the following:

· The Promise of the Global Positioning Systems (GPS) in “Services-on-Demand” Public Transportation Systems

· What Services do People Want on ITS (from 10,000 questionnaires for ITS needs for people of Aichi Prefecture in Japan)

· Driver Assistance Systems: Current Status in Japan and New Proposal on Driver-Adaptive System

· Development of the Travel Information System for Elderly and Handicapped Pedestrians

· Door-to-Door Bus Operation Experiment in the Central Area of Toyota City

· Inter-Mobility Social Experiment Using ITS

· Practical Evaluation of a Walking Guidance System based on Cognitive and Physiological Conditions of the Visually Impaired and the Elderly

· Autonomous On-demand Bus Stop System for Service Optimization and Improvement

· IT Infrastructure for Flexible Mobility Services: The European FAMS Project

· Field Test of Pedestrian Information and Communication Systems (PICS) using Mobile Phones.
a. 
· For information on how copies of these papers can be obtained, contact Carol Schweiger. Other papers of interest were presented at the Rural ITS conference, held in August 2003 in Florida and the ITS America Annual Meeting held in May 2003 in Minneapolis, MN.  
b. 
c. There was a discussion about having a session at the 2005 ITS World Congress, to be held in San Francisco, CA devoted to the subject of technology for accessible transportation.  This would perhaps attract more authors from the US to submit papers on the subject.  Carol Schweiger will contact Andy Bata, New York City Transit, to discuss a session of this nature for the Transit Track of this conference.


9.
2005 Call for Papers and Session themes for TRB

The theme for the 2005 Annual Meeting is “Users of Transportation Systems.”
10. Bill Bell and Roger Tate Award – Rob Barnes
Rob Barnes discussed these awards. The recipient of the 2003 Bill Bell award is Tom Reichert, and the recipient of the 2004 Roger Tate award is Kate Hunter-Zaworski (presentation to be made at the full committee meeting on Jan. 14, 2004).


11.
Other Sub-committee Business


Jon Eberhard mentioned the Elderly Mobility Best Practices Workshop, which is to be held in September 2004 in Michigan.  The deadline for submission of papers/presentations for this conference is April 20, 2004, and the website for submission is http://www.tiami.org.

Ling Suen mentioned that there will be an International Conference on Aging in Montreal, Canada  on October 3-5, 2004 at the Delta Center.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m.
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