A1E09 (2)



Sub-Committee Meeting A1E09 (2)

Sub-committee on Advanced Technology and Accessible Transportation
Tuesday, January 14, 2003 - 10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Bancroft Room, Hilton Hotel, Washington DC

MINUTES

ATTENDANCE:

Members

Carol Schweiger, Co-chair A1E09 (2), Multisystems, USA

Kate Hunter-Zaworski, Co-chair A1E09 (2), Oregon State University, USA

Tetsuo Akiyama, Tokyo Metropolitan University, Japan

Rob Barnes, Ministry of Transportation, Ontario, Canada

Betsy Buxer, Community Forum, USA

Bill Crandall, Smith-Kettlewell RERC, USA

Kit Mitchell, TRL (retired), UK

Lalita Sen, Texas Southern University, USA

Ling Suen, ICSA Inc., Canada

Friends


Stephen Blake, CTTER   USA

David Cyra, Cyra ETTC, USA

Cindy Johnson , Mobilitat, USA

David Kessler, USA

Rosemary Mathias, Multisystems, USA

Talia McCray, Universite Laval, Canada

Campbell McKee, Unwin , UK

James McLary, McLary Management,USA

Edward Morlock, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Yas Nitta, Osaka University, Japan

Uwe Rutenberg, Rutenberg Design Inc., Canada

Daisuke Sawada, Eco-Mo Foundation, Japan

Karen Timpone, SAIC, USA

Ad Van Herk, The Netherlands

Pam Ward, Ottumwa Transit Authority, USA

Julie Zirlin, FHWA, USA

AGENDA:
(See attached Appendix C-1)

1. Call To Order


Carol Schweiger, Co-chair called the meeting to order. 

2. Introduction of New Members, Current Members and Friends

Attendees introduced themselves and gave their affiliations.

3. TRB Representative- Claire Felbinger

Claire discussed the reorganization of Section A, which means that the full committee will be in the new System Users Group under the new Section – Travelers Issues.  This will permit better links to the Paratransit, Rural Public & Intercity Bus Transportation and Safe Mobility of Older Persons Committees.  The Executive Committee will vote on the new organization of Committees.  For the 2003 Annual Meeting, 2,100 papers were submitted, with 1,400 selected for presentation and about one-third will be published.  Also, for this Annual Meeting, there were 7,800 pre-registrations and approximately 2,000 walk-ins.  Claire also mentioned that TRB has moved to their new office at 500 5th Street NW.  There will be a mid-year meeting this summer in Portland, Oregon.  A mega mid-year meeting is planned for 2005, at a venue that has yet to be selected.  Claire also mentioned that committees need to strive for more diversity in terms of both younger and international members.

4. Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting Minutes for 2002

a. Minutes of the 2002 meeting were reviewed.

b. Corrected minutes were accepted.

5. TCRP Research Problem Statements and Synthesis Topics

a. Research Problem Statements were developed last year but none of them were  selected this year. Problem statements will be distributed to selected Committee members, re-written (if necessary), and resubmitted to TCRP and Project ACTION.  Synthesis Proposals specifically developed by this subcommittee include “Mobile Telephone Applications in Accessible Transit,” Visual Messaging Systems for Passengers who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing or Cognitively Impaired in Airports,” and “Accessible Fare Vending, Collection and Adjustment Machines and Fare Payment Systems Used in Transit.”
i. TCRP Problem Statements are due on June 15, 2003, Project ACTION are due on May 31, 2003, and TCRP Synthesis are due on March 31, 2003. The TCRP website is http://www.apta.com/tcrp

ii. “Accessibility of Information on Cellular Telephones” - Lalita Sen and Carol Schweiger will draft a new problem statement on this subject for submission to Project ACTION

iii. There is a concern about the accommodation of oversize wheeled mobility aids on transit vehicles.  There are many problems with large powered mobility aids getting stuck on low floor vehicles. One suggestion is the need to develop standards for transportable mobility aids due to problems with non-standard and large mobility aids. The users of these large mobility aids expect to be accommodated on transit vehicles. Kit Mitchell, Uwe Rutenberg and Campbell McKee will develop new problem statement .for submission to TCRP or Project ACTION on this subject.

iv. B.Z. Bentzen raised the need for supplemental funding for two NCHRP projects: one that is examining unsignalized intersection crossings and the other is looking at right turn slip lanes.  The additional funding is needed to look at issues regarding persons with disabilities.  A potential source for the supplemental funding is Project ACTION.

v. A TCRP Synthesis topic was suggested that examines the use of wireless personal digital assistants (PDAs) and mobile data terminals (MDTs).  Jim McLary will prepare this Synthesis statement.
vi.  511 is the national telephone number for traveler information.  Issues of accessibility to 511 information has not been discussed to date.  With the emphasis by DOT on deploying 511 throughout the country, there is a need to insure that the traveler information available through 511 is accessible.  Carol Schweiger will work with B.Z. Bentzen to discuss if this warrants developing a TCRP Synthesis statement.
6. Coordination with Paratransit Committee (A1E10) to discuss technology interests

a. The Paratransit Committee has expressed an interest in technology issues.  Rather than establishing a new subcommittee, they would like to join forces with our Subcommittee.  Carol Schweiger will discuss this with Rosemary Mathias, chair of the Paratransit Committee.  Potential topics of interest for this joint Subcommittee include paratransit software, modeling, scheduling and new technology.

7.
Results of the 2002 ITS World Congress, the 2002 Rural Advanced Transportation Technology Systems Conference and the 2002 Rural Public and Intercity Bus Conference

There have been many papers on the subject of using mobile devices for traveler information, and there has been some mention of accessibility.  Papers presented on this subject included navigation on wireless devices, pedestrian intelligent transportation systems, and the accessibility of mobile telephones.  Carol Schweiger presented a summary of several papers. A complete list of papers on this topic is available from Carol Schweiger. Other papers of interest were presented at the Rural Advanced Transportation Technology Systems conference, held in September 2002 in Monterey, CA.  Further, the 2002 Rural Public and Intercity Bus Conference was held at the end of October 2002 in the Cleveland, Ohio area.  One track of this conference “Bus in the Sky” included several presentations on ITS for rural transit agencies.  Two presentations were given on best practices of rural transit ITS – both about recent FTA/ITS Joint Program Office projects.

a. Kit Mitchell discussed the use of a GPS mobile device for navigation by blind users in UK.  He will provide more information regarding this subject after the Annual Meeting.

8. Session #575 Traffic Control Devices and the ADA 

Session #575 - Traffic Control Devices and the ADA, was organized by B.Z. Bentzen.  This session has four presentations – one on the regulatory context, by Lois Tibault; one by B.Z. Bentzen; one by Tim Hicks, the Maryland State Highway Administration, on their agency’s perspective; and one by Ed Morris of the Federal Highway Administration.

9.
Barbara Lupro mentioned that 211 is the national telephone number for human services resources.  The subcommittee should investigate the accessibility of the information provided via 211.

10.
Other Sub-committee Business

None

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

APPENDIX C-1
Committee Meeting A1E09 (2)

Subcommittee on Advanced Technology and Accessible Transportation

82th Annual Meeting of Transportation Research Board

Tuesday, January 14, 2003

10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Bancroft Room, Hilton Hotel

Washington DC
Agenda:

1. Call to Order, Carol Schweiger, Co-Chair

2. Introduction of new members, current members and friends

3. Review of previous meeting minutes for 2002

4. New A1E09 Committee Executives 2004-2006

5. TCRP Research Problem Statements and Synthesis topics

6. Coordination with Paratransit Committee (A1E10) to discuss technology interests

7. Continued discussion about accessibility of traveler information provided via wireless devices

8. Report of the 2002 ITS World Congress held in October 2002, 2002 ITS America Annual Meeting held in May 2002, and 2002 Rural Advanced Transportation Technology Systems Conference held in September 2002

9. Session #575 – Traffic Control Devices and the ADA, – Beezy Bentzen

10. Committee Strategic Plan

11. 2004 Call for Papers and Session themes for TRB

12. 2002 Roger Tate and 2003 William Bell Awards – Rob Barnes

13. Other subcommittee business

C. Schweiger & K. Hunter-Zaworski
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