                                          Sub-Committee Meeting A1E09(4) 

                                   Sub-Committee on Research 

                         82nd  Annual Meeting of Transportation Research Board

Tuesday January 14, 2003, 3.45 - 5.30pm

Georgetown West, Washington Hilton Hotel, Washington D.C.

Minutes

ATTENDANCE

Members

Rob Barnes, Co-chair, Ministry of Transportation of Ontario, Canada

Billie Louise Bentzen, Accessible Design for the Blind, USA

Betsy Buxer, Community Forum, USA

Bill Crandall, Smith – Kettlewell, USA

Kate Hunter-Zaworski, Oregon State University, USA

Kit Mitchell, (Retired) TRL, U.K.

Carol Schweiger, Multisystems, USA

Lalita Sen, Texas Southern University, USA

Friends

Rosemary Mathias, Multisystems, USA

Uwe Rutenberg, Rutenberg Design Inc., Canada

Chroms Stamatiadis, University of Massachusetts, USA

AGENDA (See attached Appendix E-1)

1.Introduction of Members and Friends

Rob Barnes, Co-chair welcomed all attendees and asked everyone to introduce themselves. The minutes of  last year’s meeting of A1E09 (4) on Monday January 14, 2002, were approved as written. Rob noted the significantly

lower ( than past experience ) attendance at the meeting, and suggested

that the 3:45 p.m. start might be a contributing factor. He will follow – up

with Claire to request that the Research Sub-committee meeting be

scheduled after the Advanced Technology Sub-committee meeting, hopefully in the morning.

2. Process and Results of Annual Meeting 2003 Call for Papers and Paper Review Process

 The call for papers was sent out focusing on the subject of “Accessible Transportation and Tourism. “ Ling Suen, chair of A1E09, designated Rob Barnes as the  “ chair “ responsible for managing the Electronic

Paper Review Process.  Eight papers were submitted, with only one on the topic of accessible tourism. Five papers were recommended for presentation and comprised Session # 688, entitled “Accessible Transportation: Current Practices, Approaches and Innovations ”.

There was a discussion on the review process including suggestions on the possibility of including five reviewers instead of the current minimum of three. Rob responded that it was difficult enough to find three willing reviewers for each paper. Bill Crandall offered another well - received suggestion that reviewers should be informed on the results of the collective reviews, as to whether or not, the papers were recommended for presentation and/or publication. 

Claire Felbinger, TRB Senior Program Officer, ( A1E09 liaison ) requested that our Committee provide her with a priority ranking for publication, with respect to the papers that were reviewed during our paper review process. Claire also noted that approximately one third of the papers recommended for publication

are actually published by TRB.

3. A1E09 Sponsored Sessions at the Annual Meeting, 2003

The total numbers of sessions, jointly or individually sponsored, are listed  as      follows by Session #:

-  # 270: “ Using Models to Analyze Paratransit & Taxi Services: Overview

                 and Discussions “

-  # 288:  “ Building Airport Terminals to Provide Access for the Disabled and  

                   Other Passengers with Special Needs “    

    -  # 575: “ Traffic Control Devices & the ADA “

-  # 688: “ Accessible Transportation: Current Practices, Approaches, and 

                  Innovations “             

-  # 801: “ Roundabouts & Low-Vision Pedestrians “

Rob indicated that he was very pleased and impressed with the number, and quality, of sessions A1E09 was involved in sponsoring.

4. TCRP 2002 Research Problem Statements and Synthesis Projects

     There was much discussion around the lack of success the A1E09 Committee has experienced, regarding the acceptance by TCRP of the many Research Problem Statements/Synthesis Project Proposals committee members have 

     worked very hard on, and submitted during the last few years. It was agreed that this good work should not be lost, and that all the statements/proposals be circulated to Research Sub-committee members for review.

ACTION ITEM – Chair’s Note

Subsequent to the meeting, it was agreed that the new Co-chairs of the Research and Advanced Technology Sub-commitees would determine the most effective means to revise ( if necessary ) the Problem Statements/Synthesis Proposals and advise the A1E09 Executive on submission to the most appropriate agency ( TCRP, Project Action ) for action.

5. Call for Papers, 2004

Rob noted that the previous 2 year’s “ calls “ had been focused on specific interest areas raised by Subcommittee members ( namely personal vehicle use by persons with disabilities, and accessible transportation and tourism ) to attempt to generate interest/papers in these areas. Unfortunately, this “ targeted “ approach did not achieve the desired results. Accordingly, it was decided by members that the 2004 Call would be general, and only identify a few possible

topics, including intermodal transfers and small aircraft accessibility.

B. Bentzen expressed that the Sub-committee tended to focus too much attention on TCRP driven topics – and that our focus should be problem driven. Once the problem is clearly defined, we should seek out possible funding sources to conduct the research. She also indicated that an “ author targeted “ approach can be used to seek out qualified presenters/researchers on a selected topic, and ask if they would be willing to prepare/present a paper.

	ACTION ITEM

Research Co-chairs to draft call for Papers 2004 using a general theme, listing a few possible topics, and circulate to members for comments.


6. Possible A1E09 Sponsored Sessions for 2004

The group discussed possible session topics for next year’s Annual Meeting.

It was decided that 3 sessions would be planned, as noted below:

ACTION ITEM

B. Bentzen to work with Committee on Traffic Control Devices ( A3A02 )

re: joint sponsorship of a session on ADA/Accessible Intersections.

A. Frye to take the lead on an “ International “ session, that looks at the 

market for accessible transport, and accessibility in lesser developed countries.

K. Mitchell will take the lead on a joint session with Committee on Safe

Mobility of Older Drivers ( A3B13 ).

7. Roger Tate 2002, and William Bell 2003 Awards

Rob updated the group on the status of these two prestigious awards sponsored by our Committee. The recipient of the 2002 Tate Award would be announced by Ling Suen at the A1E09 Committee Meeting, Wednesday, January 15. The recipient of the 2003 William Bell Award is Tom Rickert. Members acknowledged Tom’s important work and his contribution to accessible transportation around the world, particularly in developing countries.

8. A1E09 Strategic Plan

This item was deferred to the main Committee.

 9. Roundtable Research Updates

 At the roundtable discussions, Rob Barnes noted the introduction of an Ontarians with Disabilities Act, provincial legislation that is intended to remove and prevent barriers for persons with disabilities. Bill Crandall discussed his research on an evaluation of accessible fare card machines and the need to identify best practices.

10. There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. on January 14, 2003.
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