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Co-chair Daisuke Sawada
Subcommittee Meeting ABE60 (2)

Accessible Transportation Technology Subcommittee

89th Annual Meeting of Transportation Research Board

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

8:00 – 9:45 a.m.

Hilton Hotel, Piscataway Room
Washington DC
Agenda

1. Call to Order, Uwe Rutenberg, Co-Chair

2. Introduction of Daisuke Sawada, new co-chair

3. Introduction of new members, current members and friends

4. Review of previous meeting minutes for 2009

5. Martine Micozzi: TRB Representative  

6. TCRP and ACRP Research Problem Statements and Synthesis topics

7. John Schoon: Mobility Scooter And User Characteristics At  Road Crossings

8. Rutenberg Uwe: Update of the development of accessible train sleeper cars and the issues of mobility scooters 

9. Beezy Bentzen: International Standards Organization (ISO) meeting in Stockholm
10. Carol Schweiger: Reporting from 2009 ITS World Congress held in Stockholm November 16-20, 2009
11. Jim  Marston: Navigation and Wayfinding Assistive Devices for the Visually Impaired: Current Research from Smith Kettlewell, UC Santa Barbara, and the Atlanta VA.
12. Yehuda Gross: Brief summary of TMCC demonstration projects from the ITS Joint Program office
13. Dr. Kate Hunter-Zaworski: Overview of  Access Alerts project
14. 2009 Call for Papers and Session themes for TRB
15. Other subcommittee business
MINUTES

15. Uwe Rutenberg called the meeting to order at 8:00 am and extended a warm welcome to all participants. 
15. He introduced the co-chair Mr. Daisuke Sawada in his absence.
3.   Participants introduced themselves with their affiliations. A total of 16 participants signed up on the attendance list, but about 10 more attended without signing up.
4.   A motion to accept the minutes as prepared was put forward. Carol Schweiger moved and Ling Suen second the previous minutes.
5.  TRB representative Martine Micozzi was unable to attend the meeting.
6.  Uwe Rutenberg presented an overview and graphic diagram of the TCRP/ACRP Synthesis and Problem Statements and encouraged participants to submit their ideas (see attached graphic). 

7. John Schoon presented Mobility Scooters and User Characteristics at Crossings and Intersections. He emphasized the concern for people using scooters and their sight lines when crossing intersections from an engineering point of view. Clearance, vision and scanning angles are of vital importance.
On this topic it was also mentioned that in the US start-up times for crossings are longer for persons with disabilities and must include safety margins at the end of crossings. A scooter may not be able to take evasive action due to difficulties in head movement. The position for the pedestrian push button at intersection is very important for persons using mobility aids.

8. Uwe Rutenberg introduced a project he is working on for Transport Canada for the use of mobility scooters in their environment. Presently these scooters are not regulated; do not require a driver license, registration or insurance. In most countries they are considered pedestrians and can use sidewalks, lane ways, walking path, and roads, thus conflicts can arise with fellow participants of right of ways (see attached PPT presentation).
He also presented his designs for VIA Rail Canada, the national passenger rail carrier to make their coach and sleeper car accessible to person with mobility aids, person with service animals, and sensory impaired travelers (see attached PPT presentations).
9. Beezy Bentzen reported on ISO activities, where a small group is developing standards for blind people, in particular for accessible pedestrian signals, detectable warnings and walking surfaces, as well as for remote infra red audible signage. She also mentioned a NIDRR project to develop a toolbox for evaluating way finding technologies, in particular for pedestrians at roundabout, and multi lane roundabouts. Big concerns for pedestrians are also quiet vehicles which cannot be detected because of their low noise level.
10. Carol Schweiger reported ITS activities from the ITS World Congress in Stockholm.  Many presentations were addressing accessibility issues, something lacking in previous ITS events. There were 12 or 15 projects on way-finding and one on use of mobile phones for navigation. In 2010 the ITS conference will be in Korea, and in 2011 in Orlando.  Carol encouraged participants to submit papers if we want to increase our voice at these conferences. Papers should be submitted to Carol Schweiger.  

11.Jim Martson reported on trip planning for people with vision loss who have difficulties with google maps. He mentioned a web based system should have at least 18 point fonts with the possibility to increase font size to 48 or even 60 points. Maps should be blown up to increase usability. A VA project is using Cell Phone Accessibility for low vision people. An indoor navigation system is using ID tag embedded in the floor.
12. Yehuda Gross presented a brief summary of TMCC demonstration projects from the ITS Joint Program office.
13. Dr. Kate Hunter-Zaworski gave an overview of the Access Alerts project.
14.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 am

Attachments:
15. ABE60-2 2010 TCRP/ACRP Research Program Graphic: 
15. ABE60-2 2010  Mobility Scooters in their Environment, PPT

15. ABE60-2 2010  Accessible  coach cars, PPT

15. ABE60-2 2010 Accessible sleeper train car, PPT








































