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AGENDA ( See attachment B-1)

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Maryvonne Dejeammes, co-chair of the meeting who had been unable to attend the TRB Annual Meeting this year.

2. Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting, held in Washington on 14th January 2003 were approved. It was noted, however, that not everyone had received the minutes. This was due to confusion over responsibility for disseminating information during the change of chairs and secretary for the main ABE 60 Committee. Rob Barnes undertook to ensure that communication was improved,


3. Report on preparations for 10th TRANSED 2003

Aki Mihoshi, Tetsuo Akiyama and Yas Nitta updated the sub-committee on preparations for TRANSED 2004. 

The Conference would be held from 23rd – 26th May 2004 in Hamamatsu City. The programme for both the working and social events at the Conference were presented in draft. It was noted that of a total of 189 papers that had been received, 97 had been accepted for presentation, 57 for poster sessions and a further 11 were being considered either for presentation or poster sessions.

Further information about arrangements for the conference is included in the presentations attached.

In discussion, the organisers were warmly congratulated for their hard work and efficiency in bringing all the arrangements together.


There was a discussion about the appointment of chairs or moderators for the plenary and parallel sessions at the conference. It was noted that some people would find it helpful to make a case for their participation of they were asked to take on such a role. It was agreed that anyone willing to take on a chairing or moderating role should E-mail the TRANSED organisers as soon as possible (copied to Kit Mitchell).


A number of other specific issues were raised:

· Michael Winter was supporting a number of delegates with disabilities to attend the conference and asked if a facility could be made available for the group to meet informally on the Sunday of the Conference;


· Lalita Sen raised the possibility of helpers being made available to support wheelchair users from India;


· Michael Winter asked about accessibility of hotel rooms and noted that accessibility for smaller Japanese wheelchairs might not guarantee accessibility for larger wheelchairs form Europe and North America;


There was also a discussion on fee levels, in particular for young people (stressing the importance of engaging young people in this area of work) and for accompanying people. Michael Winter suggested that a sub-committee might be set up to look at options for funding support for low income disabled people and for students.


The question of TRB support for this and future TRANSEDs was also raised, Claire Felbinger offered the use of the TRB logo on TRANSED material but said that no financial support was available. Lalita Sen raised again the possibility that a small levy on TRB registration fees (Say $1.00) could provide valuable support. Claire was not optimistic but agreed to raise the issue.


4. Preliminary Report on TRANSED 2007
Claudine Sauvé from Transport Canada gave a presentation on the preliminary arrangements for the 2007 TRANSED, which would be held in Canada. The event would be held in either Montreal or Toronto and a decision on which would be made very shortly. A good level of financial support had already been put in place. Further details are contained in the presentation attached.


The Sub-Committee congratulated Claudine on the impressive start that the Canadians had made and looked forward to receiving further details in due course.

5. Report on Access Exchange International

Tom Rickert reported on highlights of his work over the past year. A copy of his report is attached.

He also reported on a successful half-day seminar held the previous day (Sunday 10th January) with the World Bank to explore practical actions that could be taken to ensure that accessibility was recognised in World Bank and other international funding programmes.  A significant number of senior Bank representatives had attended the seminar and there had been clear indications of their willingness to include accessibility wherever possible in demonstration projects and other initiatives.


Tom gave an update on the demonstration projects in India and Africa funded by the UK Department for International Development (DFID) with which AEI had been involved. The output from the project would be comprehensive guidelines on accessibility, which would be published shortly.

6. Promoting Knowledge Exchange between countries

There was a discussion on the kinds of expertise that needed to be shared and on possible mechanisms for doing so. It was agreed that there were three areas in which information needed to be brought together:

· People with expertise in particular fields around the world

· Guidelines/best practice available (indicating status)

· Vehicles and mobility equipment available for passing on to developing countries


On the first area, Kate Hunter-Zaworski offered to look at the possibility of using her server at the Oregon State University  to host such a database. She will be hosting the committee website at   http://kiewit.oregonstate.edu/ABE60/

Michael Winter volunteered that the FTA would be happy to work with Kate on the database.


On the second, Ling Suen offered to use the ICAT website and on the third, it was suggested that the World Bank should be asked if they could host. 


7. Enlargement of Membership/Friendship

The need to continue to attract new people to this field of work was discussed and, in particular, the need to bring in younger people. 

It was agreed that it would be useful to have access to the final delegate list for TRANSED after the Conference to draw on for possible new members. It was also suggested that it might be more productive to invite people to join the Committee to take on a specific project or task rather than simply to sit on a committee.


8. Roger Tate and William Bell Awards

Rob Barnes reported that the William Bell award for 2003 would be presented to Tom Rickert at TRANSED in Japan.


The Roger Tate award would be presented to Kate Hunter-Zaworski at the full ABE 60 Committee meeting.

The sub committee offered their warm congratulations to Tom and Kate.


It was noted that the William Bell award would continue to be handled by the ABE 60 Committee but that responsibility for the Roger Tate award would pass to the Paratransit Committee.

9. Date of next Sub-Committee Meeting


It was agreed that it would be useful to hold a meeting of the Sub-Committee during TRANSED. The organisers agreed to find a suitable time (probably the Sunday) and location for the meeting and to circulate details.


The meeting was adjourned at 12.00.

Subcommittee on International Affairs (A1E09 (1))

83rd Annual meeting of the Transportation Research Board

Monday 12th January 2004

10.15 am  – 12.00 p.m.

Hamilton Room

Hilton Hotel

Washington DC

Agenda

1. Call to order and approval of minutes of last meeting – Ann Frye


2. Report on preparations for  10th TRANSED 2004

· Report from the organisers on preparations

· Commissioning keynote speeches

· Identifying Session chairs

· Any other issues


3. Preliminary report on arrangements for 11th TRANSED 2007

· Report from Transport Canada


4. Report on work of Access Exchange International – Tom Rickert


5. Discussion on promoting knowledge exchange between countries


6. Enlargement of membership/friendship


7. Roger Tate and William Bell awards – Rob Barnes


8. Other Business

· Arrangements for sub-committee meeting to be held during TRANSED 2004










ACTION ITEM


TRANSED organisers to make arrangements for Sub-Committee meeting during Conference and to circulate details.





ACTION ITEMS


Michael Winter to progress setting up of website of expertise





Ling Suen to progress database of guidelines etc





Lalita Sen and Tom Rickert to progress support for setting up database on vehicle and equipment exchange.





ACTION ITEM


Rob Barnes to review and improve communication of papers and minutes








ACTION ITEM


Claire Felbinger to raise possibility of TRB fee levy to support TRANSED and to look at other options for TRB support.





ACTION ITEM


Any volunteers to chair sessions at TRANSED to E-mail conference organisers.





ACTION ITEM


Transed organisers to follow up bullet points above.
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