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1. Introduction. 

The sole business of the Meeting was to discuss progress with preparations for Transed 2012 to be held in New Delhi.
2. Presentation on preparations for Transed 2012
Abha Negi of Svayam, India gave a comprehensive presentation of the proposed arrangements for Transed including details of options for venues, pre-conference workshops, post-conference tours and for the structure of the conference itself. The presentation is attached.
The main theme for the conference would be: “Seamless access for all: Universal design in Transport systems and built infrastructure, a key element in the creation of liveable cities.”

The sub-themes that had been identified were:

· Role of the Un Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD);

· Best practice and innovations;

· Accessible Tourism: conservation, access to the historic and natural heritage;

· Environmental impact, sustainability, and accessibility of integrated multimodal systems;

· Accessible Bus Rapid Transit;

· Highway design and Safety

· Pedestrian mobility and safety for liveable communities;

· Rural access and mobility;

· Implementation, monitoring and enforcement;

· Other related topics.

In addition to a small number of plenary sessions featuring invited speakers, the intention was to have parallel sessions on each sub-theme covering both research and policy/practical aspects with a panel discussion at the end of each session involving key policy makers. There would be no more than 3 parallel sessions at any one time.

There would also be up to 100 posters.

A copy of Abha’s presentation is attached.

Geetam Tiwari, Chair of the Scientific Committee gave a presentation on the proposed structure of the Scientific Committee which would comprise international members, Indian members and key Indian institutions.

The international steering committee would be invited to visit India in September 2011 to look at venues and comment further on proposals.
3. Discussion on proposals
Those present warmly congratulated Abha and Geetam on the progress to date and on their excellent proposals.

The main points to arise in discussion were:

· Plenary speakers should be identifies as soon as possible; a number of names were put forward which the organisers would follow up; ACTION ALL TO SUGGEST FURTHER NAMES FOR PLENARY SPEAKERS
· Sponsorship also needed to be in place as soon as possible to promote credibility of the event;

· In Hong Kong (Transed 2010) 335 abstracts had been received, of which 227 were accepted.  40 presenters dropped out before the event. On this basis it was suggested that it might be unrealistic to accept 400 papers.

· It had also been noted in Hong Kong that some universities put forward abstracts and then presented papers on the same topic to journals and did not want to write a further paper. It was suggested that a category cold be introduced of presentations only (without a written paper);
· All those present were urged to act as ambassadors for the conference and to promote the call for abstracts (deadline 31st March); ACTION: ALL
· The Transed 2010 mailing list would be passed to India shortly but there was a data protection problem with the list from Transed 2007 in Montreal. However, Transport Canada could e-mail information to those on the list even though they could not pass the list on;

· There was also a request to Project ACTION to use their mailing lists to disseminate information ACTION: KAREN WOLF-BRANIGIN
· Details should also be sent to all the related committees and sub-committees of TRB and to all members and friends of those committees. ACTION HARRY
· It was noted that TRB were organising an international study tour to India in 2011 which might provide some useful links.  ACTION: RUSSELL TO TALK TO GWEN CHISHOLM
· The following organisations could also be asked to disseminate information and promote the event:

· CTAA  ACTION: LARRY HARMAN 
· APTA ACTION TOM RICKERT  
· RERCs ACTION JIM MARSTON
· AARP ACTION TOM RICKERT
· There should be an initiative to get young Indian researchers working in the USA and the UK to attend ACTION RUSSELL and  ANN
· It would be helpful to ensure that attendance at the conference would count towards Continuous Professional Development (CPD) and to engage professional institutions such as the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport which was active in many countries. ACTION ANN.
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