Sub-Committee ABE60(1)

Sub Committee on International Activities

Tuesday January 12th 2009

3.45 – 5.30 p.m.
Kalorama Room, Hilton Hotel, Washington DC

Minutes

Attendance

	Members


	Friends and Visitors



	Tom Rickert, Co-Chair ABE60(1), Access Exchange International, USA

Meeting Chair

Ann Frye, Co-Chair ABE60(1),           Ann Frye Ltd,UK, 

Lalita Sen, Co-Chair ABE60,Texas Southern University, USA

Russell Thatcher, Co-Chair ABE60, TranSystems Corp, USA

Ling Suen, ICAT, Canada

Anabela Simoes. ISEC, Portugal

Uwe Rutenberg, Rutenberg Design Inc, Canada

Jim Marston, University of California, Santa Barbara, USA

Daniel Blais, Transport Canada

John Schoon, University of Southampton, UK

Joey Goldman, Nelson Nygaard, USA

Betsy Buxer, MV Transportation, USA

Gerhard Menckhoff, Urban Transport Consultant, World Bank

Campbell McKee, C N Unwin Ltd, UK

Claude Marrin-Lamellet, INRETS, France

Beezy Bentzen, Accessible Designs for the Blind, USA

Harry P Wolfe, Consultant, USA

David Lewis, NDR Inc., USA
	Mabel Chau, Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation, Hong Kong

Rex Luk, Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation, Hong Kong

Nerissa Chan, Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation, Hong Kong

Kate Hunter-Zaworski, NCAT, Oregon State, University, USA

Kit Mitchell, Institute of Highways and Transportation, UK

Murielle Fong, Transport Canada

Joan MacDonald, Canadian Transport Agency

John Burkhardt, Westat, USA

Akihiro Mihoshi, Kinki University, Japan
Mohammed Yousuf, FHWA, USA

Hiroto Inoi, Osaka University, Japan

Mary Crass, ITF, OECD, Paris

Michael Winter, DOT/FTA, USA

Manfred Rentzsch, IAS, Berlin

Abha Negi, Svayam, India

Kavita Agrawal, Svayam, India
Aileen Carrigan, EMBARQ/WRI, USA
Mary Leary, Project ACTION, USA


1. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on January 13th 2009 were approved.  There were no matters arising which were not covered by the Agenda.
2. Tom Rickert  explained that the primary agenda for this meeting was the progress on preparing for the 12th TRANSED to be held in Hong Kong in June 2010.  He explained that this meeting incorporated the TRANSED 2010 International Steering and Scientific Committee Meetings #4.  He called upon Mabel Chau of the Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation to lead the presentation and feedback session. 
3. Preparations for 12th Transed 2010 in Hong Kong

Mabel Chau made a comprehensive PowerPoint presentation on the status of preparations for the 2010 Conference.  A copy is attached.

The main purposes of the Meeting are

· to provide a progress report with emphasis on the Conference Programme

· to obtain advice, feedback and commitments

· to solicit support and sponsorship
The Conference will be held on 2nd – 4th June 2010 at the Hong Kong Conference and Exhibition Centre.  Additionally there will be a programme of pre-conference workshops and local technical tours on June 1st; a Gala Dinner on June 3rd; and a series of post-conference study tours and technical visits from June 5th, including tours to PR China.
To date 342 abstracts have been submitted, of which 215 have been accepted for presentation, 87 for posters and the remainder either combined or rejected.  It was noted that abstracts have been submitted from 44 countries, with significant numbers coming from Hong Kong and PR China.  Because of the large numbers of papers, there will now be 7 parallel streams, and two plenary sessions.
Rex Luk gave details of the Pre-conference Workshops, the Pre-conference Technical Visits, and the Post-conference Tours, which include Beijing, Shanghai and Guanzhou.

Travel scholarships – sponsorship to date might support up to 15 delegates from overseas.  Mabel thanked Tom Rickert for collecting contributions from ABE60 Members and Friends towards the fund.  It was noted that the deadline for scholarship applications was 31st January 2010, and that applications must be on the basis of an accepted paper or poster.
Two chairs will be required for each of the 49 parallel sessions; one chair to moderate, and the other to prepare a brief session summary report.  ABE60 Members and other attendees were asked to indicate their availability and willingness to chair sessions.





Action All
Rex Luk summarised progress on the Exhibition. To date, 21 exhibitors have confirmed against a total of 36 booths available.  The exhibition will be open to the public.  There will also be an Accessible Community Zone, intended to demonstrate the difficulties faced by people with mobility or sensory impairments in non-accessible environments.  It was strongly urged that great care be taken in the detailed design of this display facility to avoid giving offence to people with disabilities.






Action Rex
To date registrations amount to only 55.  There was discussion on the on-line arrangements for registering with payment by Credit Card, which may inhibit some people, especially international attendees.  It was suggested that direct internet bank transfer would meet the security issues involved. Mabel undertook to review this with the administrative team as a matter of urgency. 
Action Mabel 
The Early Bird registration deadline is 31st January 2010.  Members present felt that this was unnecessarily early, and proposed extending this to either mid or end February.   Murielle Fong indicated that the 2007 TRANSED in Montreal did not close Early Bird until mid-April.  An additional factor is that Chinese New Year starts on February 14th 2010.  A further point was made that it is difficult to register until the final details of the pre- and post-conference Tours are clear. Mabel undertook to re-visit this, but was doubtful that local HK organisations will be willing to accept putting this back.





Action Mabel
It was also noted that there is now a category for student registration, and that one-day registration is not available for overseas delegates.
It was pointed out that any special needs accommodation required should be booked through the Conference Secretariat, as each hotel may have only limited numbers of accessible rooms.  
A word of warning for vision-impaired delegates with Guide Dogs / support dogs.  Although restaurants and other facilities may be legally required to accept them, there is no local tradition of service dogs, and many places will refuse them entry in practice.  It was suggested that delegates with service dogs be given a card with an explanation of the legal situation, written in Cantonese, to assist their visit.

Key upcoming tasks:

· Finalise all the plenary speaker details

Organisers
· Flesh out the details of pre-conference workshops, and the pre- and post-conference Tours and visits.



Organisers
· Identify and select Chairs for the parallel sessions
All
· Seek further sponsors, exhibitors and scholarship funders. 

All
· Get registered everybody, please !


All
Note: Lalita made a point about the Poster sessions, but I didn’t catch it.
5. Report on the work of Access Exchange International

In lieu of his usual presentation on AEI activities in view of the limited time available for the meeting, Tom Rickert distributed the AEI newsletter, 

8. Any Other Business

There was none
9. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 5.30 p.m.
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